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The Dollmaker's Dispatch

Published Month!y by_ )
Michigan Doll Makers Guild
Oldest Doll Club in Michigan, Chartered in 1978
f\
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MEETING - THURSDAY, MAY 7, 2009

Michigan Doll Makers Guild will meet at 6:30 PM, Thursday, May 7, 2009 at the Flower Factory, 45160
Utica Park Blvd, Utica, MI 48315. Directions are included on page 2. Barb Towibhwresent a program
on finishing a small doll. Bring tacky glue, needle and thread (light pink or light blue) and scissors.
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o~ Dolls have been made from wax from at
MEETING DATE / > —ts A least the end of the 1700s. Antique wax dolls are
Thursday, A _ *r made in one of three basic ways:
MAY 7, 2009 ' . 1) Either poured into a mold, or 2) wax over
6:30 PM papier mache or composition or 3) something
: B N called reinforced wax (similar to waover dolls).
Flower Factory ) " Most wax dolls are antique, although a few
45160 Utica Park Blvd, -", . TERL NN modern doll artists still work with wax.
Utica, MI 48315 ' T , Damage to wax dolls cannot be easily
(586) 2548182 ; Wl repaired, and because of this, any wax doll
Directions, p 2 E damage will have a serious effect on the value of
W\ 7 the dolls. Conversely, wax dolls who have fully
Future Meeting Dates Bl B retained their original skin tone and feature color,
2009 with surfaces without crazing or scratches, sell at
o high premiums.

At the above address unless English, circa 1851860

First Thursday of each month POURED WAX DOLL , ‘
notified otherwise

Bodies of wax dolls were generally made
of stuffed cloth, with wax limbs. Wax dolls can
have beautifully realistic heads, because wax can mimic skin much better than
either wood or papier maché. Poured wax dolls from8ith century England

are mostly valued between $1000 to $2000; earlier dolls much higher. Some
D 5  Presid later wax dolls are stamped by the maker on the torso; such identification
LifdnaeMgzmir 5 \rﬁl E?ésidem greatly enhances the value. Wax dolls were also made with plaster or papier

]
2008 Executive Board ‘
Rita Paulusd Secretary ‘ maché reinforcement in both England and Germany, and later examples are less

lla Hoetgerd Treasurer costly to today's collectors, often only a few hundred.
Barb Tornowd 8 Membership Poured wax dolls originated from the widespread Roman Catholic
Jane Covingtord _ practice of creating religious effigies and votive offerings from wBbxe
Newsletter Editor craftsmen expanded their art into wax efokiking. This was developed in
London and between 1850 and 1930, mos

MAY HOSTESSE® Barb Tornow and Beverly Loftis




(Wax Dolls, continued)

created.Wax dolls were much more realistic looking
than any other type of dollThe wax was translucent,
luminous and warm to the toucithe properties of wal
allowed the artists to create portrait dolls which

accurately depicted the facial features and expressipn

of their subjects

Poured wax doll modelers all used basically the s
process to create their dollBirst, a doll was sculpted
from either wax or clay, which was then used to cres
plaster mold.The molds were then used to cast the
pieces. The techniques used to finish the dolls are w
made them uniqueSome wax dolls have inset hair
where strands of clumps of hair were inserted into t
scalp. This made for a more realistic head of hair th
wigs produced Blown glass or molded eyes were se
into the cutout eye sockets, and eyelashes were als

inserted with a technique similar to that used to insert fied page as wellWe just opened th8tore and there

hair in the scalpMost of the poured wax dolls have
bodies made out of calico stuffed with animal hair ot
other wooly fibers.The arms and legs were cast at th
same time as the head to ensure color match.

Much skill and time were bestowed on the making o
bqr

wax dolls to attain a high degree of perfection, but |
was cheap and plentiful. The number of pe
employed in the manufacture of dolls was astoni

5!

shin
and in large establishments nearly the whole workjﬁoherppy with the versatility it gives their dolls.

place on the premises, every person having his
own particular work or specialty. In some of th

different people were employed in making a single
not counting those who manufactured the raw mate
- the wax, the eyes, the cotton, and the. hair
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DIRECTIONS for
Meeting Location
Flower Factory Incorporated
45160 Utica Park Blvd.
Utica, MI 48315
(586) 2548182
http://www.flowerfactory.com/
The Flower Factory is located approximately 3
miles WEST (on Hall Rd.) of our previous me
ing place, the Macomb Library. Turn right onto
UTICA PARK PLACE BLVD. (just before the bridge
over Hwy 53). The Flower Factory is a large st
on the right about 0.2 mi.
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?\Iote: The above is an update of the new doll maker

amer's to take to the next few doll shows so people can
tethe same thing near you, it would be very helpful an

hahelp and interest in this project.
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xsq . . ) . .
i i appreciate your interest in promoting porcelain dol
establishments in London thousands of dolls Werghr Y P gp

turned out in the course of a week. At least twent

Yakkity Yak Dolls

Hi,
Just wanted to let you know that the Doll Class Dire
tory is slowly getting biggerContacts continue to tur

p one by one, and we are glad to see every one of
them. We plan to print out the appropriate ones on f

the doll classes in that areli.you get a chance to do
peneficial to all of us!Thank you for your continued
We have added some new features to our!ite://

www.yakkityyakdollsthat you might enjoy checking

out. There are some interesting things posteé&am
& Functions, and we are seeing activity on tG&ssi-

are a few favorite patterns there that my students e
joyed making, and there will be more things added
soon. | am trying to keep prices down, but we need
little income to keep the site goinGhe next project
ill be the addition of &ips & Tricks column that |
ope you will contribute to when you seelitmay
ven be ready to use todayalso just posted Part | of
n article about altering cloth doll bodies to make th
oseable.Give it a try. My customers have been rea

ﬁwaking and look forward to seeing more new peopl
ake an interestl frequently see postings on bulletin

oards saying that someone who used to make doll
lfinally able to get started back at it, so that is encou
ing in itself! In theFun and Functionssection on the
site you will find a report on the first Oregon Dolly
Lunch. We are trying to get together for encourage-
ment and support, and have come up with ideas the
can do as a group to help promote our craft in our
area. If you have any further ideas, or will share whg
you are doing to these ends, we would be delighted
know about it. And don't forget to take pictures of yo
class and functions or doll show and email them to
with a blurb telling what's going on so we can post i
Fun & Functions for you!

Happy doll making!
Karen Ryan
karenr6l@comecast.net

website continued from last month.
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http://www.yakkityyakdolls/
http://www.yakkityyakdolls/
mailto:karenr61@comcast.net

This page is available for members to share
L k Wh t W D'd I Photos, Stories, etc. ltems may be mailed to m
OO a e I - or e-mailed. Both addresses (snail &-enail)

are available on page 4. Photos will be

[/} 7 returned, if requested.
HOW WHAT Y ARE
Gems From the Web"| s
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PUNCH AND JUDY

Barbie and Ken as
Scarlett O'Hara and Rhett Butlet | Anna Abigail Brahms creates unique, one of a kind dolls, marionettes and
These dolls were produced at the height of | puppets from whimsical beings, faeries and angels to portraits of children

the 1990s Barbie doll collecting craze. and characters from fairy tales and literatuitetp:/annabrahms.com/
Several versions of Barbie as Scarlett werg

produced; this version is Scarlett in the red
gown. Ken as Rhett was only produced inthe Hannie Sarris
version pictured Netherlands
Current Market Values: $30 for Scarlett; $35 i To have the t al g
for Rhett. the figures that live in my imaginatio
feels like a wf
www.hanniesarris.nl

Fairy Fantasy Art

<+— BABIES
Y OU PRESSPOLYMER CLAY, FON-
DANT, GUMPASTE OR MARZIPAN
INTO BOTH HALVES OF THE MOLDS,
PRESSTHEM TOGETHER(IT'S EASY
TO LINE UP THE 2 HALVES BECAUSE
THE MOLD IS CLEAR) THEN RE-
MOVE HER AND POSETHE DOLL
THE WAY YOU WANT
PUT BABIES ON CAKES, CUP-
CAKES, TARTS AND OTHER EDI-
BLE DELIGHTS.

wWww.patriciarosestudio.com



http://annabrahms.com/
http://www.hanniesarris.nl
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102553905455&s=107&e=001b0m-oVoRJsW30LRiE__aa_8AZ6f_r3HSSXIkkSQB9Pw4nPS7yEkOUihO2XKcc45QPSBp3PHeNme-o1-MyFg2tvZ7UgaGO7UzsvLztepxA6rAiGD5cUY2DxvaFEY0M20-

From the Editor;

se microscopic critters that live in pil-
ng, and carpets. Some people ar

allergic to the mites. Most of the problem car
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One of my favorite websites is
ostrich.com. It is a large website because they sell
whole ostrich!! But | use it often for its wonderful
feathers, boas, etc. You can buy ostrich feathers u
240 | ong and 120 wide,
the Snow Angel wings and | found exactly what |

wanted in white duck feathers, single marabou feat
ers, and an ostrich boa. This is a terrific place to pu
chase feathers if you need many or want to go in al

group. All kinds of feathers! They also sell egg she
ostrich leather, etc. A musee web. (They will even
match special colors for a small extra fee.)

Here are a few more tips | came across:
x Take a narrow round wooden stick, cut a small
piece of the fine or super fine sanding sponge,

glue it around the round wooden stick. Now yoy

have an excellent help when sanding!!!
Hannie Sarris

Collectors of teddy bears and other stuffed anin
should realize that the plush toys can harbor du

be avoided. Use dustite-proof covers for all
bedding, get a vacuum with a HEPA filter, ar
limit the number of stuffed animals in a bed-
room. Once in a while, place any stuffed toy
a baggie and put it in the freezer for 48 hour
Dust mites need air and do not like freezing
temperatures.

Kovel 6s Antiques N
Wax all sewing thread. The wax helps to av
some thread tangles and since the wax tend
the grab at the fabric, you have more control. Y
can buy a thread waxer from any sewing no-
p to tions store or run the thread through cold cat

amnwgx. col or . Il needed f
x To avoid tangles, measure from the spool the
h- amount of thread needed, cut it and thread the
r- needle with the end newly cut from the spoo|.
sxa | have been using non woven interfacing for,
Is, my pattern drafting for years. | can draw on i
and cut it easily. It is very durable so it make

an ideal permanent working pattern. When \
are through with it, just fold it and place it in
properly labeled envelope for the next use.
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See you at the meeting!

Jane Covington, Editor
hal§ovington2@aol.com
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