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Michigan Doll Makers Guild will meet at 6:30 PM, Thursday, June 4, 2009 at the  Flower Factory, 45160 

Utica Park Blvd, Utica, MI 48315. Directions are included on page 2. Diane Boatman will present a pro-

gram on Making a Small Hat for Dolls. Techniques for embellishing the hat will be included. Bring needle,   

white thread, and scissors. 
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MEETING DATE   

Thursday,  
JUNE 4, 2009 

6:30 P.M. 
  

Flower Factory 

45160 Utica Park Blvd, 

Utica, MI 48315 

(586) 254-8182  
 Directions, p 2  

  
 Future Meeting Dates 

 2009 
   

 First Thursday of each month  
At the above address unless 

notified otherwise 
 

American Girl presents Chrissa as the 2009 

Girl of the Year to bring awareness to the 

devastating effects of bullying. Chrissa is a 

creative, friendly girl who gives girls the 

skills to stand strong and speak out against 

bullying for themselves and others. 
 

Whether bullying is verbal, physical or 

emotional ð teasing, taunting, being 

meanð no matter what itôs calledðitôs on 

the rise and can lead to plenty of heartache 

for girls. It can lead to depression, lower 

grades, eating issues. Etc.  Available for 

only one year, Chrissa is the seventh in a 

series of Girl of the Year modern girls whose lives mirror those of todayôs girls. 

The subject of aggression was chosen based on thousands of letters from girls 

looking for help in dealing with bullying at school, play or with relationships. 
 

Ten year old Chrissa Maxwell was launched with two books, an 18-inch Chrissa 

doll, accessories, and two 18-inch friend dolls. And for the first time everða 

feature film, ñAn American Girl: Chrissa Stands Strongò, available on DVD. 
 

When Chrissa moves to a new school in the middle of the year, she is greeted 

by the girls in her fourth-grade class with teasing and tricks. The ñMean Beesò 

really know how to stingðand they bully her in class, on the bus, online, and 

even at swim club. Then the biggest bully becomes Chrissaôs swimming rival, 

and the teasing and taunting finally go too far. Will Chrissa find a way to stand 

strong and stop the bullying?  

 

A section at the back of each book includes letters from real girls who, like 

Chrissa, have dealt with bullying, and gives readers advice on how to handle 

such difficult situations. (continued on Page 2) 

 

JUNE HOSTESSESð  Rita Paulus, Karen Tracz 



 

 
 DIRECTIONS for  
Meeting Location  

Flower Factory Incorporated  
45160 Utica Park Blvd. 

 Utica, MI 48315 

(586) 254-8182          

 http://www.flowerfactory.com/ 

The Flower Factory is located approximately 3 

miles WEST  (on Hall Rd.) of our previous meet-

ing place, the Macomb Library. Turn right onto 

UTICA PARK PLACE BLVD. (just before the bridge 

over Hwy 53). The Flower Factory is a large store 

on the right about 0.2 mi. 

  

(American Girl, continued) 
 

American Girl is also producing a nonfiction advice 

book, ñStand Up for Yourself & Your Friends: Dealing 

with Bullies and Bossiness and Finding a Better Wayò 

to give girls the confidence and know how to deal with 

such problems when they arise. The book is full of girl-

friendly tips, quizzes, and advice. Added bonuses 

include an inspirational pledge that girls can cut out and 

sign, plus a pull-out mini book with tips for parents. 
 

Located at: 

Americangirl.com/girloftheyear 

The Chrissa web site features educational content for 

girls, parents, and educators, plus crafts and activities 

related to Chrissa. 
 

For more information or to purchase dolls and 

accessories visit americangirl.com. 

 

The above was taken from an article submitted by Barb 

Tornow. 

 

 

Gems from the Internet ! 
 

Laura Jean Dolls ~ 
 
Cloth dolls, hand-
made, needle 
sculpted creation. 
One of a kind art 
dolls suitable for 
collections. Vintage 
cartoon cloth dolls. 
Celebrity dolls (look
-a-like caricatures). 
cloth dolls made 
from original and 
modified patterns. 
Artist featured in Art 
Doll Quarterly 
magazine. Each doll 
is truly a work of art. 
 
Left, Julia Child 

www.laurajeandolls.comm 
  

Art Dolls by Claudine Roelens ~ 
 
www.claudineroelens.com 
 
Hi, I've just updated my website.  Finally found some 
time to upload the pictures of my latest flower-
fairies.  They are dressed in modena clay.  The one on the 
mirror was commisioned.  My client made the leaf and 

provided the mir-
ror. She will add 
more leaves, with 
small fairy heads 
in them. As usual 
there's also a you-
tube video on 
how each fairy 
was made.  
  
I also made a tu-
torial on sculpt-
ing a fairy face in 
polymer clay.  
  
In the works in 
progress section, 
you can now also 
follow some of 
my students 
working on their 
balljointed 
dolls.  Hope you 
enjoy visiting my 
site.  

 

Myth: All collectible dolls increase in value.  

Fact: Actually, most collectible dolls donôt increase 
in value, and they certainly donôt within a few years 

of purchase. Sure, there are many exceptions to this
-- many relatively recent Himstedt, Kish, Tonner and 
other modern dolls do sell for more than retail a few 
years after issue. But, most donôt. That leads to one 
of the greatest truths about doll collecting: buy what 
you love, and buy to enjoy your dolls. Perhaps your 

dolls will increase in value over time, but perhaps 
they won't.  



 Look What We Did ! 
This page is available for members to share 

Photos, Stories, etc. Items may be mailed to me 

or e-mailed. Both addresses  (snail & e-mail) 

are available on page 4. Photos will be 

returned, if requested.   

SHOW US WHAT YOU ARE  

WORKING ON!  
Shay 

Jumeau 

Tom Sawyer 

as a  

RedWing 

Emily 

Member Beverly Loftis has 

been creating award-winning 

dolls for many years. She also 

does her own costuming. 

 

Look for many more of her 

fabulous dolls to be posted soon 

on the Michigan Doll Makers 

Guild website. 


