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Michigan Doll Makers Guild will meet at 6:30 PM, Thursday, April 2, 2009 at the  Flower Factory, 45160 

Utica Park Blvd, Utica, MI 48315. Directions are included on page 2.  Linda McArthur will present a 

demonstration on ñ Re-Creating Mildred Seeleyôs óSnow Angelô ñ, a ñproject-in-progressò by three of our 

members. 
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MEETING DATE   

Thursday,  
APRIL 2, 2009 

6:30 P.M. 
  

Flower Factory 

45160 Utica Park Blvd, 

Utica, MI 48315 

(586) 254-8182  
 Directions, p 2  

  
 Future Meeting Dates 

 2009 
   

 First Thursday of each month  
At the above address unless 

notified otherwise 
 

   

  China dolls are dolls 

made of glazed bisque which 
gives them a shiny 

appearance. They generally 
have molded hair and painted 

eyes (although not always).  
 China dolls were 

produced from approximately 
the late 1830s through the 

early 1900s (until about 
1930) with the greatest 

number produced from the 
1850s through the 1890s. Many millions of them were 

produced, mostly in Germany, during this period by 
nearly all major doll companies of the 19th century, 

including Kestner, Alt, Beck and Gotschalck, Hertwig and 

many others. Some early china dolls were made in France 
(very rare) and some china dolls were made in the 20th 

century by American dollmaker Emma Clear.  
  The dollôs glazed bisque (porcelain)  parts are 

generally left white (not tinted). They are made in nearly 
every size from under 2 inches for tiny china Frozen 

Charlottes up to over 30 inches. They generally  have 
heads arms, and lower legs with feet, made of glazed 

bisque -- the bodies are usually cloth or leather. 
(Continued, page 2)  

 

APRIL HOSTESSESð Jane Covington,, Karen Tracz  



 DIRECTIONS for Meeting Location 

Flower Factory Incorporated  
45160 Utica Park Blvd..  Utica, MI 48315 

(586) 254-8182          http://

www.flowerfactory.com/ 

The Flower Factory is located approximately 3 

miles WEST  (on Hall Rd.) of our previous meet-

ing place, the Macomb Library. Turn right onto 

UTICA PARK PLACE BLVD. (just before the bridge 

over Hwy 53). The Flower Factory is a large store 

on the right about 0.2 mi. 

  

(China Dolls, continued) 

 

 China dolls are often identified by 

their hairstyles -- be it a covered wagon 

style (hair flat on top with sausage curls 

around the head, 1840s), an Alice in 

Wonderland (molded head band, 

1850s) or the Dolly Madison (curls all 

over and a molded ribbon) -- whatever 

was fashionable at a certain time.  
 

Most china dolls represented ladies, and 

were fashionably dressed in up - to -date 

fashions.  
 

After about 1880, china heads were 

often sold separately, leaving the doll 

owner to make her own doll body and 

costume.  

 

The more elaborate the hairstyle and 

decoration on a china or parian doll, 

generally the higher the value -- from 

about $300 for a common 1860s 

Highland Mary, to several thousand for a 

rare, elaborately decorated parian with a 

swivel -head and glass eyes.  

 

Yakkity Yak Dolls  
 

Hoo-rah!  We want to announce that our blog, Yakkity 
Yak Dolls, is finally up and running!  And the beginnings 
of the Porcelain Doll Class Directory is posted as prom-
ised.   
 
Go to www.yakkityyakdolls.com and click on "Doll 
Class Directory"  on the menu at the left of the page 
and it will take you there.  Look under the State of your 
choice to find listings.  There aren't many yet, but we 
will find more.  I know there are lots of in-home classes 
out there 
 
Save our link, and any time you hear of a class, please, 
please, please let us know.  This will help us all, and 
the more classes we can list, the more helpful the Di-
rectory will be.    
  
Features we are working on for the future include: 

¶Want Ads Page where folks can list molds, kilns or 
other doll related items for sale, or that they are search-
ing for.  I already have some waiting to be listed.  Just 
got to get the mechanics worked out. 

¶Viewers Projects Page where we can post pictures of 
things you have made 

¶Store for patterns, etc. 

¶Freebie Page for general sharing of patterns or ideas 
for things to make.  Include a picture of your item. 

¶Fun & Functions Page where we can all post pictures 
of our doll shows, luncheons, doll classs, etc. 

¶Pingbox  for an hour or two a day of IM doll chat, 
questions & answers, etc. 

  
If anyone can  think of anything else that would be fun 
to have, let us know and we can see about it. 

  
Anyway, check back regularly and see what's going 
on.  Love to have you any time. 
  
Karen Ryan 
karenr61@comcast.net 
www.yakityyakdolls.com 

 
Save Your Expensive Fabri -tac Glue  

  
1. When you buy a new bottle, keep the lid from the old  

bottle. Do not cut open the nozzle of the new bottle. Instead 

attach the old lid  for use and then replace with the new lid 

when done. That way no air gets  into the bottle. 

2. When you attach the unopened lid,  first put a piece of 

plastic wrap over  the  open top of the bottle then screw on 

the unopened lid. This is just a  little extra insurance against 

air getting to the glue and drying the glue  out. 

   

http://www.yakkityyakdolls.com/
mailto:karenr61@comcast.net
http://www.yakityyakdolls.com/


 Look What We Did ! 
This page is available for members to share 

Photos, Stories, etc. Items may be mailed to me 

or e-mailed. Both addresses  (snail & e-mail) 

are available on page 4. Photos will be 

returned, if requested.   

SHOW US WHAT YOU ARE  

WORKING ON! 

 ARTIST: Jeffery Rudell 
 

A series of 18th century French 

court wigs (made from hand-

made French paper, of course.) 
ñWhen I was  invited to design 

window displays, I turned to the 

elaborate wigs of mid-18th Cen-

tury France as my point of depar-

ture.ò Instead of powdered hair, 

these wigs are crafted from hand-

made French paper. The result 

combines fanciful shapes, musical 

instruments (violin & harp) and 

even fauna (a songbird) out of the 

most humble of materials. The 

challenge was finding a way to 

create volume without weight; to 

craft highly sculptural and articu-

lated pieces that looked light and 

airy. (Overall height including 

bust, approximately 36") 

 
Detail, below: A lyre and violin sit 

amid a nest of loops and paper treble 

clefs. A subtle crease in the scroll of 

the lyre adds both visual interest and 

structural integrity. 

Right: Notice the fully rigged French 

Frigate asail atop a sea of roiling 

curls (far left). A few delicate strips 

of paper (and a little waffle-cut pack-

ing material) provide some ornament 

(and very little coverage) for the 

busts. 

Amazing what talent can produce with cutting tools, paper, glue and time!! Jeffrey has 

many websites with instructions on paper sculpture. 



Michigan Doll Makers Guild 
Jane Covington 

707 Covington Lane 

Marysville, MI 48040 

From the Editor... 

 

See you at the meeting! 
 

Jane Covington, Editor 
covington2@aol.com 

  Welcome to Springé  

   The groundhog was right! The Mayor 
who pulled him from his warm burrow deserved to get 
bitten! 
 I want to thank Beverly Nandoor of Smithôs 
Creek for donating many items of dollmaking and 
crafts to our club. 
 
  Word came out this week that Seeleysôs mold 
line has been sold.  I received the following e-mail: 
 

ñHello. My name is Kuniko Koseki and I 

am pleased and very excited to announce I have 

purchased Seeley's mold line. I have been a doll-

maker for 26 years, operating my business Mikuni 

Bisque Dolls in Tokyo, Japan. I am the President of 

the Eastern Division for Seeley's, a Doll Artisan 

Guild Instructor and DAG Senior Judge. With the 

assistance of the Japan Bisque Doll Association,  I 

help organize the Tokyo Doll Festival every two 

years in Japan and attend DAG Conventions 

around the world each year with my students.    

Our new company, New York Doll Products, Inc. 

will be operational in the very near future. I have 

assistance from Karlyn Grzymkowski and the sup-

port of many employees at Seeley's, who will 

soon be employees for New York Doll Products.  

    We do plan to move the molds to a new 

location in New York, to be advised soon.. Until 

the changeover in the next few weeks, Seeley's 

will continue to process your orders.ñ  

Tel: (607) 433-1240 Fax: (607) 432-2042,  

Email: orders@seeleys.com 

 You may also order molds online at Seeley's 

website:    www.seeleys.com   

 

Ila Hoetger is on the road to recovery after knee 

surgery and a few other setbacksðwe hope to see 

her back at meeting soon. She braved the steps 

down to my studio twice recently so things are defi-

nitely looking good! 

Our sympathy to Rita Paulus in the recent loss of 

her sister. 

 

 

  

 

 

   

 

  

mailto:orders@seeleys.com
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102514630041&e=00111U7aVxYv-JDxgufN90ZoH6sdC1uN4aItKxH867zAOttPdeTdP3VMwMN9gEp8lgC6P4LYhMbWks_UW_hLTNrtphW9a84bQFk-guI7PZXlvMIF82FjF_kzw==

